PATHS TO MODERNISATION

EAST ASIA at the beginning of the nintteenth century was
domimatedd by China, The Qing dunasty, heir to a long tradition.
seemed secure i iis power, while Japan. q small (sland country,
seemicrd (o e lnckeed In isolaflon. Yel, within a few decades Ching
wyis thrown infe ool pnable (o foce the oolonial challenge,
Thie tmperial governmiend lost poliitord control. was unable to reform
effectively arid the country was convulsed by civl wear. Japan on
the oifeer Fored tvs siccoessiul n bailoing a medorn nodion-stoe
crealing an indusirial economy) and cven esiablishing a colonial
empire by ncorporating Taiwan [1895) and: Korea (12105, I
defeated China, the land that had been the source of its aultire
and ideals. in 1894, and Russia, a European potver; in. 1905,
they sought to redefine their traditions to.cope with the modern
world, and to rebuild their national -sirength and evome free
from Western and Japanese control, They foured that they ool
achiee both olectives — of remoting Erunitudlﬂc:th'lqr redniliding
their couning - :hmwﬂlmﬂumn The Chinese Conmumist Pariy
emerged victorious fram the dotl war in 1949, However, by the
end of the 1970 Chiness teaders feit that the ldealogical system
umfrmniﬁigml’whnrgrmuihwﬂdﬂwlq!mﬂﬂ This lexd 1o
wicler rengini refarms of the econamy that brought back: copitalism
and the free mirkel even as the Communist Peorty retained
politicesl conirol.

i beoare an adoegeed fidusirinl nattion bud i doiee o
emmprire load o oar and difeal ar the hands of the Anglo-American:
forees: The US Qecupation marked the beginning of a maore
democratio politioat system and Japan retull its econoymy fo etneTpe
by the 1970 as qina)or eoofoTiie poLren

The Japanese path to modemnisation was blt on capitabis:
principles arnd took place within a world dominated by Western
enlaniailsin, Japanese expanston was justified by the call to resis!
Western domination and Uberate A=fa. The rapid devselopment
underlined the strength of tradition in Japanese mastitutions and
society, their abiliiy to learn and the strergih of natonalism.

Chibaa s Jagman bsove had o long Inidiilon of historica] wrilings
as Miktory wis an mportont gubde for the fulers. The past
pravided ilhve standurds by wlileh ihey would be Judged anid
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the rulers established official departments o momiam reenrds
and wrile dynuastie hislories, Sims Qlan (145-90 sex) is
consbfeny) the greatest histaortan of easly China. In Jdapan,
Chinose ruliuril Inlluenee led (o bistory being given o sbmilar
Importante. O of thie dneliest nets ol Ui Meljl govermmenl
wis (0 estubliah, @ 1860, o hurean to collect records and
write, as il wore, a wictors version af the Melfi Restomtlon,
There was et pespest bor the writtben wond aned Menay alilily
waast highly waluedd. This lus meant thal aowide range of wiltlen
innterials — olflcial hisloriea, scholurly wrllings, popular
litermtore, celigicus racts — are ovelluble. Prnliog und
publishing were tmportant inedawirics tn the pre-modorn peried
andd 1t is prssibile, for stunce, (o bsce the distribution of 4
‘howk In elghleent h-centuyy Ching or Japan. Modern scholem
lave deed Uhese ousiertals in new aful differonl ways. |
Modern scholiwship has boill on the work of Citinesse
witellectouls such as Linng @ichuo or Kume Runitake, (1839
1991}, aoe aof the ploneers of modern Lilstory dJrgran, s well
s earlier wiithngs by Buropean irmvellers. suchias, tie Halkan
Murro Polo (1254 113.*;4 i Chibnis from 1274 10 1290), e Jesill
predesits Matvo Ricel llﬁﬁi-lrﬂlly iy Chbtia nzid Lals Frois 1632
97), in Japan. all of wihom el rich accounis of these countries. |f
s alsa henefited from the writings of Christian missionomes o
the nincternth cmtury whese wark provides valuable mmleri)
for pur unnderstdnding of |hese counizhes.
Scholarstiip i Exglish from Josbph Neediinn's momunental
wurkl om tie sty of solenee mhinese civitisation or Georsye
Sansom's onJnpanesce histony nnd enliure hins grown und thero
b aurs bmanerie trely of sephisUciiied scholarip svatiabde 1 s
widay. It recest years, writings by Chinese and Jupanese
'sdﬂa;;hnmhmxmiﬂnmd beatis W lbsly, sovmie of wliomn, e
abbeud and wrile @ English. imd i tie cise of Chinese seliolam,
ninon the 1G80s, many e heen working @ Japan as well and
write in Joparese. This hos meant, that we barve scholardy snitings
froen myany pantsnd the globe tud v us a deher and deeper

.pl:tm'u'ﬂf-'l_l_m IR PR
“In JFapun. (e Naftn Kanan® (1866-19341
SUTTRITE 18 T A bmding Jupanesse sehobar of Chtse, Nedto Kotmn's writings

hfluences sehiokas workdwile. U=ing the new toals ol Western
istoriography Nailo bodll on a long Umadition of stmfvirg Chidnag
s weell ien beingfing his experence s a journalbit there. e helped
establish the Depariment of Ortenlat Stadies i Ryoto University
in 1807, in Shinoron |[Od China {19141, he argued thai
republichn government offered the Chinese a way (o e
artsiocral ic control and contrulised power that feid cxisied shuce
e Sury dennsty 1960 T270) — o way (o reviinlide il soéfely
that would make it modern pod democrabic. Jupasi, he thought
Hatdd an mnportanl rale to play e China bul e snatherestinsieg
the povwer of Chines rudiorsdism.
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Introduction

Chitna and Japan present @ marked physical contrast, Ching 15 a vast
cantinental country that spans many climatic zones: the care 15
dominated by thres major river systems: the Yellow River (Huang He),

the Yangtse River (Chang Jiang — the third longest rver tn the world)
and the Peard River. A large part of the country ts mountatnous.
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The dominant ethmle group are the Han and the major language 5
Chinise (Putonginga) tan there are many other nationalities, such as
the Utshur, Hut, Manchn and Tibetan, and aside from dialects, such as
Cantonese (Yuel and Shanghainese (Wu), there are other minoniy
lanmages spoken as well.

Chinese food reflerts this egional diversity with al least four distinet
tvpes. The best known s southem or Cantoness cuisine — as most
overseas Chindse come from the Canton area — which inchudes dim
sum [Uterally touch yvour hearl), an assoriment of pasities and
dumplings. In the narth, wheat is the staple food, while in Seechuan
splees rought by Buddiist monks tn the anclenl perlod, along e
stk roule, and chilles by Portugucse traders n the Mleenth ceitury,
have created a fery cutstne. In eastern Clhina, both rice and wheat
are cateyl
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Japan, by confrast, 1s a siring of islands, the four largest betng
Homshi, Kyushu, Shikolon and Hokkatdo, The Oktnawan chatn is the
southermunost, about the same tatitude as the Bahamas More than 50
per oent of the land area of the main tslands s moun@inous and Japan
s situated In a very active earthquake zone. These geographieal
conditions have influenced architecture. The population 1s fargely
Japanese but thove are 3 small Atrm minorty and Roreans who wese
forcibly brought as labour when Korea was a Japanese colony.

Japan lacks a tradition of animal rearing. Rice is the staple orop
and fish the major source of protetn. Raw fish (sashimi or sushi] has
now become a widely popudar dish around the world as it s considered
very healthy.

JAPAN

The Political System

An emperor had miled Japan from Kyoto but by the twelfth century the
tmiperial- court lost power (o shoguns, who I theory ruled tn the name
of the emperor. From 16083 to 1867, members of the Tokugawa: (amily
held the position of shopfun. The country was divided into over 250
domains under the nile of londs called damyo. The shogun exercised
power over the domainal londs. ardering them to stay at the capital Edo
(modern Tokyol for long pertods so that they wonld not pose a threat. He
also controlled the major cities and mines. The samural (the warrior
class) were the miltng efite and sevved the shognns amd damyo.

In the late sixteenth century. three changes latd the pattern for
future development. One, the peasaniry was disarmed and only the
samural conld carry swonds. This ensured peace and order, ending the
frequent wars of the previous century. Two, the dogsme were ordered to
five tn the capitals of thetr domatns, each with a large degree of antononmy.
Thind, land surveys idenitfied owners and taxpayers and graded land
productivity o ensure a stable evenae: base.

The daimyo's capitals became bigger, so that by the mid-seventeenth
century, Japan not only had the most populated cify in the world —Edo
= but also two other large cities — Osaka and Kyoio, and at least half
a dozen castle-towns with populations of over 50,000, (By contrast,
most European countries of the time had only one large city.] This led
to the growth of a commercial economy, and created Anancial and
credit systems. A person’s merit began to be more valed than his
status. A vibrant culture blossomed n the towns, where the fast-

* Prming was done  growing class of merchants patronised theatre and the arls. As
“‘Thfmi“:;l:i:"::j peoaple enjoved reading, it became: passible: for gified writers (o earn
o ?i.’m* the a ltving solely by writing. In Edo, people could ‘rent’ a book for the
rejularity of price of a bowl of noodles. This shows how popular reading had
Enmpean prnting.  become and gives a gimpse into the scale of printing®.

FIIAIE
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dJdapan was considered rich. becanse it tmported luxury goods
lthe stlk from China and textiles from India. Paying for these
imports with gold and stiver strained the economy and led the
Tekugawa o put restrictions on' the export of preclous metals.
They also took steps to develop the sitk mdustry m Nishijin in
Kyolo so as o reduce imporis. The silk from Nishijin came to be
known as the best In thie world. Other developments such as the
Increased vuse of money amnd the creation of a stock market In rice
show thit the ctonomy was developing I new ways.

Soctal and imtellectual clianges - such as the study of anclesnt
Japanese lterature — led people to queston the degree of Chinese
nfuence and to argue that the essence of being Japanese could be
found long before the contact with China. In such early classics as
the Tale of the Genji and in the myths of origin that said that the
islands wetre created by the gods and that the emperor was a
deseendant of the Sun Goddess.

Tale of the Genji

A ficrionalised diane of the Heian courtwritten by hm:m:ﬁiu-
Shikiba: the Tale of the Genijl became the central work of fictinn
in Japanese literatare. That period sow the emergence of many
womsn writers, like Murasaki, whe wrote in the Japanese seript,
while men wrote in the Chinsressatipt, used for education amd
government The noval depicts the romantic life of Prince Genjl
and'ls o stiking pictire of the aristocratic atmosphere of the
Helan court, It shows ‘the independence that womsn hod in
choosing their huchands and living their lives.

The Meiji Restoration

Interrial distontent conclded with demands [or trade and diplomastie
relations. In' 1853, the TISA sent Commindore Matthew Perry [1794-
1855) to Japan to demarnid that the governmenit sign a treaty that
would permit trade and open diplomatic relations. wiich it did the
followtng year: Japan lay on the route to Chins which the USA saw
a5 a major murliet; alsn, their whallig ships i the Pacfic needed a
place to refucl At thad tme, there was only one Western coutiry
that traded with Japan, Holland.

Perry's arrival had an tmportant elffect on Japanese polities. Thie
emperon who tll then had had Iite political power, now re-emeged as
an Important fgure. In 1868, a movement foroibly removed the shogun
from powetr. and broughil the Emperor to Edo. This was made the capital
and refamed Tolyo, which medns ‘easlern capital.
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Chfickids and the people were siware thad some Egropean countrics
were budlding colanial empitres i Indi ad elsewhere. News of China
betng defeaten by the Brtish (see p. 166} was fowing in. and this was
even depicted n popaitar phivs. so that fhere was a real fear that Japan
mitghi be made 3 colony. Many scholas and leaders wanted o leaom
from the new kieas in Europe mther thun wnore them as the Chitnese
were dotng: others sought 1o exciude the Eumopeans even whitle being
reidy to adopt the new technologhs they offered. Some arngued 1or &
grafis] aned Mmited ‘opentgd 1o the outer workd,

The: govermment lmunched a poitey with the slogan * fukokz kpohet” frich
coumitry, strong anmy). They reslised that they needed o develop thelr
economy and bulkd & strong army. otherwise they would face the
prospect of betng subijueated ke india. To do this they needed (o oesite
a sense of nationhood among the people. and o fAnsform subjecis
o citisens.

At the same time, the new govermiment also worked to bulld whiat
they called the ‘emperor system’, Elapanese scholars use this term as
the emperor was part of a system, along with the bureaucracy and the
mitlitary, that exercised power,) Officials were sent 1o study the
Europesn monarchies on which they plammed o model thetr own.
The Emperor would be tresated with reverence as he was consldered
a direct descendant of the Sun Goddess bt he wias also shown as
the leader of westerntsation. His bitthday became a matlonal holiday,
he wore Western-style milltary untlorms. and edicts were ssued In
his name to set up modemn institotions. The lmperta! Resoripl on
Educition of 1890 areed people to pursoe eaming, advance public
good and promote common interests,
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A pew school systemn began to be butit from the 1870s. Schooting was
computsory for boys and girls and by 1910 almost universal Tuttion
fees were mitntmal. The cumoulum bad besn baserd on Western models
but by the 1570s, while emphasising modern ideas. stress was placedd
o loyalty and the study of Japanese history, The mintsty of education
exeroised control over the curmiouium and in the selection of texthooks,
as well as i teachers’ trantng. What was called ‘moral culture’ had to
be taught. and texts urged children to revere thetr parenits, be loyal 1o
the nation, and become good cittens

The Japanesz had bomowed their written script from the Ciinese
in the sixth century. However, since their language & very
different from Chinese they developed two phonetic alphabets
— hiregana and kstokang Hiregans ls considered feminine because
irwas used by many women witers in the “Hetan period (such as
Murasaki), |t fs woitten using a mixture of Chinese characters
and phonstics so that the main par of the word®s wrten wiiia.
character— for instancz, in ‘going', 'go’ would be writen with a_
eharactes and the ‘ing' in phonetics.

The existence of a phonetic syllabaty meant that knowiedge
spread from the elites to ths wider society selatmvely quickdy, Inthe
18803 1w as suggestad hat [apanese develop a'completely phonetic
script, or adopt a Eurspean language. Nejtherwas done!

To integrate the natton. the Met)l government mmposed a new
afdmmistrative structure by altermg old village and domain boundanes,
The admintstrattve unit had to have revenue adequate o matntatn the
local schools andd health faciitties, as well as serve as a Teenutment
centre for the milttary, All youmg men over twenty had to do a pertod
of military service, A modern milary force was developed. A legal
system was set up to regulate the formation of political groups, control
the holding of meetings and mpose sirict censorship. In all these
measures the goyvermment had to face oppostiion: The military and
the bureancracy were pit under the direct command of the emperor,
This meant that even after a constitution was enacted these ton
grotips rematned ouiside the contmd of the povermment. In ali these
measyres the government faced opposition.

The tension befween these different ileals represented by a
democmatic constitlion and & madem ammy was t©o have far-reaching
consequences. The ammy pressed for a vigorpus foreign policy to
acquire more teimitory. This led to wars with China and Russta. tn
both of which Japan was the victor. Popular demand for greater
democracy was oficn in opposition fo the government's aggressive
pelictes. Japan developed economically and acquired a colonial
empire that suppressed the spread of democracy at home and put
it in collision with the people it colontsed.
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Modernising the Economy

Another mmportant pari of the Mefjl reforms was the modermising of
the economy. Funds were ralsed by levwing an agricultural tax
Japan’s first rallway line, between Tultm ard the port of Yokolama,
was bulll in 187072, Textile mar_luiitn' was Imporied fom Europe,
andd foreign techniclans were emploved o tatn workers, das will as
to leach in undversitdes amd schools, and Japanese students wers
sent abmad. In 1872, modamn banldnd mstitutions were launchel.
Companies like Mitsubtshl and Sumiteomo were helped through
subsidies and tax beneflis to become major shipbullders so that
Japancse trade was from now on camial o Japanese ships. Zafbafsu
{large husiness organilsations caoritrolled by Individual familles)
dinninaled the economy dll after the Seeond World War,

The popukaticn. 35 milllon in 1872, ncreased 1o 55 million 1 19240,
To reduce population pressure the government actively enchumged
migration, st o the northem sk of Holdaido, wiitch ad bemn a
larpey antonomons arcs where e indigenous people callel the Alnu
Iverd, and then o Hawatl and Braal, as well a8 to the growing colonkd
empire of Japan. Within Japian there was a shitfit (o towns a8 induetry
developed. By 1925, 21 per cemd of the populition Ived in citles; by
1935, this foire had gone up o 32 per ormid (225 million)

Industrial Workers

The number of people in mammfacturing increased from 700,000
m 1870 to 4 millon n 1913, Most of them worked m units employing
Whirkisrs i o el les= than five people and using neither machmery nor electric power
Jfciony. Cwer half of those employed
in modern f(actories were
womens.: And It was wanen
who organised the first
modemn strikie tn 1886, After
1900, the number of men
began to tpcrease i anly
in the [930s did male
workers hegin to
mrtEnrmher WiEnen.
The size of factories
also began to Increase.
Factories employing more

., - ! than a hundred workers, just
*.'I!'?'i““‘:ﬁ:c’t:ﬁ SRRSO in 1908, Jumped

W to over 2,000 by 1920 and

AENENTR t.LI__t!,Ll_J_I_I__I_h!_lIillli.l ES A0S . 4,000 h}r the 1930s; yei
B STty ]’ 1 cven o 1940, there were
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that emiployed less than five emiplovees. This sustatned the famtly-centred
ideotogy, Just as nationalsm was sustatned by a strong patiarchal system
under an empent who was ke a family patranch.

The rapid and unregulated growth of ndustry and the demand for
natural resonrees such as tmber led to environmental destrmiction,
Tanaka Shon, elected to the first House of Representatives, launched
the first agitation against industrial pollution o 1897 with 800 villagers
in a mass prtest forcing  the govermume it to take action.

Aggressive Nationalism

The Meq)l constitution was basad on a restricted franchise and created
a et (he Japanese used the German word for parliament because ol
the influemce of German legal kdeas) with tmtted  powers. The leaders
whio brought about the tmperal estoration continued (o exerrise power
and even established polttical parties. Between 1918 and 1931, populary
electen! prime mingsters frmed cabinets. Thereafier, they lost power 1o
matianal unity cabinets formmes] actoss panty nes, The emperor was the
commander of the fomes and from 1890 this was interpreted (0 mean
that the ammy and the navy had mdependent coomtrol. In 1859, the
prime minister orelerd that only serving geniamls and admirals could
beeome ministers. This strengthening of the militsey, (odethe with the
expanstan of Japan's colankal emplire, wis comiected with the fear that
Japan was at the merey of the Westem powers. This fear was s o
sllenoe oppostiion to milifary expansion and to higher taxes 1o fund the
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‘Westernisation’ and ‘Tradition’

Suceessive generations of Japanese intellectuals had different
views on Japan’s relations with other countries. To some, the
USA and westem European countries were at the highest pﬂiﬂi‘
of civilisation, to which Japan aspired. Fukuzawa Yukich,
leading Mellt tntellectual, expressed this by saving that Jap:m
must ‘expel Asia’, He meant that Japan must shed (s ‘Astan’
characleristics and become part of the West,

Fukuzawa Yukichi (1833-1901)
Bom in an impovenshed samural family, he studied 10 Hngnmh-
and Osaka learming Dutch and Western sclences and, In;Er;
English, In 1860, ke went as a franslator for the fint japaness
smbassy 1o the USA This prwmeﬁ magerial for a baok on the
West, written net In the classical but In the spoken stple that
bzoame extremely 'gﬂgulnr_ ﬁfmbmhednma) thatis today
the Keip Onivenity. He was one of the core ﬁemhtn of the
Merokusha, a ooty o nmmﬂte Wastemn
In The Encourngement to Larzing (Goklimgn no mumr‘.ii?l—
76) be was very critical of fapaness knowledge: ‘Al that Jagan
has to be proud of 1s 13 scenery”. He advecated not just modermn
factaries and insGtutions but the' culfural essence of the West—
the spisnit of aﬁﬁmﬁnn Wiih ﬂﬂ: 1pirit it would be pus:lh!a o
build o new cizen Fis p:ﬁ‘mple'irﬁ ‘Heavsn did not ceate
men above men, nor 461 men below men'

il .

The next generation goestioned s tolal acceptance of Westem 1deas
arl nrped tiat nationad pride be bl on xdsenons valnes: The philosopler
Mivake Setsured [TBG0- 1945) arpued that each nation pnst devedop its
spectal talesits n the interest of world etvilisation: To devote onesell to onie's
country Is (o devote onesell to the workl” By contrast. many tritellectuals
wee aitracted o Westeam liberalisin and warited a Japan based not on the
mlitary buton democrsey: Ucks Emon (1857-1852). a leader of the Popular
Righits Movement. was demanding constitutional governument. admired the
French Revolution's doctrine of the patural fghts of man and of popular
soverelinty, and spoke for a liberal education that would develop cach
ncdividul: Freedom (s more precious than omder.” Others even achocated
voling rghts [or wornen. This pressire led the govermiment (G- announee
a ocornstmton.
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Daily Life
Japan's transformaton into a modemn socksty can be seen also in the
chianges In evervday life The patrtarchal housshold system comprtsed
many gemerations ving together under the contiol of the head of the
house, bul as mome people became aflluenl, new ldeas of the famlly
spead. The pew home (hamu as the Japanese say, usting the English
word] was that of the nuclear famitly, where hushand and wife Ived as

bireachwinner and homemaker. This new concepl
¥ of domesticlty In tmn gencrated demands for
new types of domesiic godds, new types of
family enteraimments, and new
forms of housing. o the
1920s, construction
companies made cheap
housing avalkable for a dowsn payviment of 200 ven and 5
monthiy instalment of 12 yen lor ten years - this at 4 thime
when thie sakary of a bank emplovee {3 pason with higher
erhucation) wies 40 yen per moith.

Tha rantwelief of eléoire

(NS 1 PR DOORET,

o Ameriean grifl, o
fovastior

CAR-CLUB

Mogo: An abbreviation for ‘modém:
girl’. 1t represented the coming
together in the wentieth cantuny
of ideas of gender equality, a
cosmepeiitan culture and a
developed sconomy. The new middis-
clasz families enjoyed new forms of
tavel and entertainment Trapipert
in cities improved with elecidc ramy,
public parks were opensd from 1878,
and department stores began to be
buslt, In Tokyo, the Ginzq became a
fachionable aren for Ginburg, a wond
combinming ‘Ginza’ and ‘burburg’
(walking aimlessiy). The finst radio
stations opensd 1n 1825 Matzul

in the Norwegian wrter [bsen’s A Deils House Movies began to be
made in 1829 and joen thers were a dozen companies making
hundreds of films. The period was ene of great vitally and the
questioning of tadiional nerms of rodal and political behaviour

Sumalko, an actress, became o national star with her poroayal of Nom:  Women's cor-poal.
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‘Overcoming Modernity’

State-ventred nattonallsm found full expresston In the 19305 and
1940s as Japan Jaunched wars o extend its empire in China and other
parts of Asta, a war that merged into the Second Wortd War after Japan
attacked the USA at Pearl Harbor, This period saw greater controls on
society, ﬂu‘@ﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂmlmﬂmmld:hﬂ:ﬁm{&'ﬁwdlasﬂw
formation of paimotic sacleties, many of them women's ongamdsations,
to support the war.

An tnfluential sympésium on "Ohverconing Modemity” in 1943 detzated
the dilemima fcing Japan — of how to combal the West while being
modamn. A mustcian, Mormd Sabur, poscd the question of hiny to rescne
miusic fram the art of sensory stimutation and restore it 16 an ant of the
spind. e was not rejecting Wesiern music but tving to find a way tha
werll beyond mersly rewTiting or plaving Japanese music on Westsn
instriments, The philosopher Nishitanl Keft defined ‘moder’ as the
untty of thiree streams of Westorm thought: the Renagssance, the
Protestant Reformation. and the fse of natural setenors. He argued
that Japan's ‘'moral energy’ (a temm Eken from the Gemean philnsopher
Ranke] had helped it lo escape colonisation and 1t was s duty o
r=tablish a new world oder, a Creater East Asta. For thits a new vislon
that would integrate sttende and religlon was neessary.

After Defeat: Re-emerging as a Global
Ecenomic Power

Japan's attempt to carve oul & colonial ergire ended with s defeat by the
Allieet forves. It hias been argued {hat niclear boinbs were dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki to shorten the war, But others think the
rmense desmuction and suffering 11 caused were unneoessary. Under
the US-led Occupation (1945-47) Japan was demilitarsed and a new
cotistitution imntroduesl. This had Article 9, the so-called ‘no war chinse’
that renounees the use of war as an instrument of state policy. Agraran
refarms, the e-establishment ol trade unlons and an attempt (o
dismantle thw zaibwatsy o large monopoly houses that dominated the
Japstnese eoonomy were also carmied out. Polllical pariles were revived
and the lirst post-war elections held in 1946 where women voted for the

frst time,

“The rapid rebudlding of the Japanese economy after s shattering defisit
was called a post-war ‘miracle’. But it was more than that — I was
frmly rooted in is Jong history. The constitution was democratised
mﬂynuw bt thie Japanese had @ historic traditton of popular strmgglies
and intellectisal engagement with how to broaden poliieal pariidpation,
The soctal coheston of the pre-war years was strengthened, allowing for
a close working of the govermmienit, burcaucracy and mdustoy. US support.
as will as the demand ensited by the Korean and the Vienamese wars
algo helpixd the Japanese economy.
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The 1964 Otymipics held in Tokyo
marked a symbaolic: coming of age.
In uich the same way the network
of Hgh-apead Shinkansen or bkt
irains, started in 1964 which man
at 200 miles per hour [now it s 300
miles per hour] have come to
represent the abilitv: of the
Japanese to uose  advanced
technologies to produce better anid
chesper goods,

The 1960s saw the growth
of civil soclety movements as
industialisation had been pushed
with utter distegard to s elfect on
health and the emvirmment. Cadmium potsoning, which
ledd to a painful disease, was an early Indicator. followed
by meroury potsoning: in Minamata in the 1960s and,
problems caused by air pollustion i the early 1970s.
Grass-ropts pressure groups began fo demand
recommition of these problems as well as compensation
for the victims., Government action and new legal
regiitattons helped to tmprove conditions. From the mid-
1980s there hews been an inereasing decline In interest
in envirommental 1ssues as Japan enacted some of the sirictest
envimrunental comtrols 'm the world. Todoy, as a deweloped coumtry it
faces the challenge of using s poltical and technological capabilities
to mamiain #is posttion as:a leading world power.

CHINA

The meddean history of China s revobed amoumd the guestion of how
to regain soverelgnty, end the humiliation of foreten occupation and
bring about egquality and development. Chitnise debales were mared
by the views of thiee groups, The cary reformers such as Kang Youws
{1868-1927) or Liang Oichao [1873-1929) tried (o use traditional ideas
mn new and different ways to mieet the challenges posed by the West,
Second, republican revolutionades such as Sun Yat-sen. the first
presuident of the mpublic, were Insplre] by Wdeas from Japan and (he
West, The thind, the Communtsi Party of China (CCH wanleal to end
ace-nld] Inspualittes and ditve out the foreloners.

The besinning of modem China can be traced 1o s first encounter
with the West in the stdeenth and seventsenth centurss when Jesut
missionaries Intmduced Westem sclences such as astronomy and

nathanmatics Limited though its mmediate tmpeact was, it sel tn motion
events thot gatheed momentum in the ninsesenth century when Britain

o B
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used foree to expand its lucrative trade in opfum leading to the Hrst
Ophum: War [1838-42), This undermined the muling Qing dynasty and
strengthened demands for refom and change.

The Opstoomt War:

A Expropean paintiig

f/ ) . B Thf#fﬂﬁ:md for 'Ehinﬂeguﬂi lﬂﬂtﬂl !Iﬂj IEH‘. and porceioin cealed o
AURVITY & 12rious hﬂm:ﬁbiuuﬂumblun. Waitemn goods did norfind o marker

in Chna, 10 poymEET Rad 1 hy:h:nhrtr. The East Idia Company
foung anzw npﬁm-q}:mm.ﬂlﬁﬂjgmwmmmmf i0ld the opium

Brors this pabiiting
Eve you A clear

aetume of i mcﬂmﬂﬂdﬂguv&mﬁmﬂmmmﬁ-mmmmwmmm
sigmillbecarzee of the Emum Iﬂ'i-ttn ﬁ'l‘ﬁlﬂﬂ of credit The ﬂﬂl:p?din}' used the ﬂh’ﬂ' L
Oypam Wor? hﬂ'i'l'-l!ﬂ. lkltﬂ:nd F&&lﬂﬁtﬁ H&Ill.nhtmjn Ihh.mm nimgu!m

\_ 4 tl:!ﬂt h:ftwli.ﬁ Britmin, Indta and China

(g veformiers such as Kang Youwel and Liang OQichao nealised the
need (o strengthen the system and iniiated  polloies to balld 2 modern
admintstrative system, a new army and an educational system, and
set up local assembities o estabilish constiutional government. They
saw the need to protect China from colontsation.

The negative example of colonised countries worked powerfully
ot Chinese thinkers. The partition of Poland tn the etghteenth century
was a much-thiseussed sample. So much so that by the lale RG0S 1t
came (o be used a5 4 verb: o Poland us’ (bolan wal. india was another
such example. In 18903, the thinker Lang (chao, who belteved that
only by making people aware that China was a mation would they be
able to resist the West, wrole that India was ‘a country that was
destroyed by a non-country thatl is the East [ndia Company’.
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He: ortticised Indians for betng cmied to thelr own people and subservient
to the British. Such arguments carvied a powerful appeal as ordinary
Chinese conld see that the Hritish used Indian soldiers in thelr wars
on China

Above all many feit that tradittonal ways of thinking had to be
changed. Confuclanism, developed from the teachings of Conlucins
(551-479 poe)-and his disciples, was concermned with good conduct,
practical wisdom and proper soctal relattonships. it mfluenced the
Chinese attitade toward e, provided social standards and 1aid the
basis for political theorles and instttutions. [t was now seen as a
major bamier o pew ldeas and mstintons.

To tmin people In modem subjects students were sent to shdy tn
Japan. Brtaln and France and bring back new tdeas. Many Clunese
students went to Japan i the 1890s. They not anly tronght back new
tdeas but many hecame leading republicans, The Chinese hormowexd
even Japanese transiattons of European wonds such as Justice, tights,
and revolution because they nsed the same tdeosmmphic soript. a reversal
aof the tradtttonal relattonship, In 1905, just after the Fusso-Japanese
war (a war fought on Chinese soll and over Chinese territoryj the
centunes-old Chinese exammnatton system that gave candidates entry
o the elite ruling dass was abolished.

The Examination System

“Entry to the slite Tuling class (about 1.1 million dil 1850) had been lamgely through
an examination. This Tequited wiiting an sightlegaed eszay [pa-kuwen] in clossical
Chinese in q prescribed form: The examxmﬁhmwm held twice every three yeam. at
diffsrant levels ond of those allowed to sit only 1-2 per cent passed the fint level,
usually by the age of 24, t0 become whatwas called. “I:-.-nunful talent’ Atany given
time bafors 1850 thers were abour $26.869 civil and 212,330 military provinaal
(sheng-yuan) degree holders in the whole country. Smee there were only 27,000 offical
pesitipns, many lowerlevel degree holden did net have jobs. The examination acted
as q barrier to the development of science and technolegy as it demandsd enly
Yiterary skills. In 1903, it was abolithed a: 1t was based on 1kilk in dassical Chiness
leaming that hod, it was &l no relevanee for the modem world,

Establishing the Republic

The Manedm empire was overthirown and & repubiic established in 1911
under Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925) who Is unanimaotisly reganded as the
founcer of modern China. He came from a poar Sumily and studiéd
misstonary schools where he was Introduced o democracy and
Christianity. He shudied medicine but wiss greally concemicd abait the
fale of China. His progranme was called the Three Principles (San

FIIAIE



168 Thiewie= s Wonln Hesogy

run i), These were nationalism — this meant overthrowing the Manchn
who were seen as a foreign dynasty, as well as other foreign
imperialists: democracy or establishing demecratic government; and
socialism: regnlating capital and equalising ndholdings.

The soctal and political situation continued to be unstable. On
4 May 1919, an angry demonstrabon was held in Befjing to protest
against the decisions of the post-war peace conference. Despite
betng an ally of the victorious side led by Britain, China did not
fiet back the territories seized from 1t. The protest became a
movemerndt. It galvanised a whole generation to attack tradition
and to call for saving China throngh modem science. democracy
and nattonalism. Revolullonaries called for driving out the
foredgners. who were controlling the coumiry's resowces, to tTemove
inequalities and reduce poveriy. They advocated reforms such as
the use of simple language tn writing, abolishing the practice of
foot-binding and the subordination of women, equality i marmiage,
and economic developmend to end poverty, After the republican
revalution the country entered a peniod of turmat. The Guomindang
(the MNatiomal People's Partyl and the CCP emerged as major forees
sirving to untte the country and bring stabtitty,

Sun Yat-sem's ideas became the basts of the polittcal phitosophy
of the Guomindang. They identificd the Tour great needs’ as clothmg,
food. houstng: and tmansportation. After the death of Sun, Chiang
Kat-shek (1B87-1975) emerged as the leader of the Guomindang as
he taunched a military campatgn to controd the ‘warlords', reglonal
leaders who had usirped authority, and to eltminate the commumists.
He advpcated a secular and rational ‘this-worldly” Confuctantsm.
but also sought to militanise the natton. The people, he sald, must
develop 3 “habit and instinct for imtited behastour’. He encouraged
waomen to cultivate the four wirtues of chastity, appearance. speech
and work’ and recognise their tole as confined 1o the household.
Even the length of hemlines was prescribed.

The Guomimdangs soctal base was tn urban areas. Industnal growth
was slow and Imtted. In citles such as Shanohat, which became. the
centres of modern growth, by 19189 an industnial working class had
appeared maumbering 500,000, Of these, however, only a small percentage
were employed n modemn indusinies such as shipbutlding. Most were
‘peity urbanttes” (yvigo shamin), traders and shopkeepers. Urban workers,
and condittons of work bad. As mndividialism increased, there was a
growing: concern with women's dghis. ways (o budld the family and
discussions abouf love and romance.

Soclhl and cultoral change was helped along by the spread of schools
and unversities (Peking Lniversity was established in 1902), Jowrmalism
flourished reflecting the growing atiractiom of this new thmking The
popular Life Weeklyy, edited by Zao Taolen (1895-1844), 15 representative
of this new trend. It intothuced  readers (o new tdeas, as well as o
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leaders such s Mahatma Gandid and Remal Ataduric the modemist ender
of Tarkey. its cireulation noreased rapidly from fust 2000 in 1526 to a
miasshye A0, 000 coples o 198533,

shanghai 11 1935 Buck Coyion, a black American fumpet
plaver, in Shanghaf with his jazz orchestra lived the life of the
privilaged expatriates. But he was black and sncs some white
Ainsricans assaulted him and his orchestta memben and threw
th=m out fro-m the hotel they played in. Thus, though
American; be had greater sympathy for the piight of the
Chingse being himself a vicim of tacinl disciminaton
Of their fight with white
americans where  they F't
semerged vicoridus He writes, -
The Chinzse onlookars
treated ur like we had done
something they always wanted
to do and followed uz all the
way home chesring ut likz @
winning footboll team’
On the povery and hard life
of the Chinete, Clovion witss,
I would se¢ sometimes twenty
of thirty coolies pulling a g
heavy cart that in America
would be pulled by o ouck o1
horses. These people t2emed to be nothing but humian hornas
and all they would get at the end 6 the day was just ensugh
to get a couple of bowls of rice and a place W izep. 1 don't
know how they did i’
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The Guomindang despite iis attempts o untte the couniry falled
because of iis namuw sorial base and Umitted political viston. A major
plank in Sun Yatsen's programme - regulating capital and equalising
land —was never camied out because the party ignored the peasaniry
and the rising sogial negualittes. It sought to tmpose military order
rather then address the problems faced by the prople.
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TIMELINE

! JAPAN EHINA

1603 Tokugawa fevasu'etablishes 16441911  Ging dymasty
the Eds skoounats '

1630 Tapan-closes country to Western 1839-0  Two OpiumWars
Fowsr except for restricted mode
with fire Duitch
1832 japan and the D54
condludeths Treats of Peats,
=nding Japan': setiuion
4865 Rextorotion of Mess

LT Compulsery education ryitem
Fint rollwoy Une betveen
Fekyo and Yekohamno

1589 M#iil Constitution enactad
189435  War bewwesn Japan and Chifig
430405 War between jopon and Russia.

1510 Yorea annexsd. colony til1943 1912 Sun Yat-sen founds
Guamingdang
1914-12 HatWerdWar 1818 Moy Fourth Movemisnt
1925 Unfrerral male suffrmes . 1921 CCP founded
1931 Tapan's fovozion of China 191649 Civil Wars in.Ching’
464145  The PoghcWar 1934 Long Marh
1045 Atomichombe depedon 1943
Hiroshima and Negasaid
1936352 U¥-led Occupation'ef japan 1540 People’s Republic of China
Reforms to dembcrative and Chiang ¥oi-1hek found:
demilitariss Japan ‘Republicof Chinoin Taiwan
By EL Iﬂp_mj:-'tﬁtmfs a membsr ol the 1842 ciunﬂ attacks ndia
United Nation: sverbarder-diipule
1864 Olymipic Gomes in Takye, 1946 Cultistol fesolution
the Sntime In Azia
1976 Death of Moo Zedony
cond Zhou Enios-
1957 Hong EKang retumed
tp China by Britoin
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The Rise of the Communist Party of China

When the Japanese tnvaded China 1o 1927, the Guomindang
retreated. The long and exhausting war weakened Chitna. Pricss
rese 30 per cent per month between 1945 and 1949, and otterdy
destroyed the ltves of ordinary people. Rural China faced two
crises: one ecolpgical, with soll exbaustlon, deforestation and
flods, and the secomd, a socio-economic one caused by exploftative
land-tenure systems, Indeliledness, primitive technology and
poor communications,

The CCP had been founded tn 1921, soon after the Russtan
Revolutlon. The Rosstan success exercised o powerful influence
amund the world and lewders such as Lentn and Trotsky went on o
estabilish the Camintern or the Third Intermational e March 1918 @
hetp bring about 4 world govermmient that would end exploitation,
The Comintern and the Soviet Unton supporied commumtst parttes
amund the world but they worked within the tradittonal Marxst
understanding that revolution would be brought abomxt by the workdng -
class tn ciites. lis initial appeal across national boundaries was
immense bt it spon became a tool for Soviet interesis and was
dissolved i 1943, Mao Zedong (1883 1975). who emerged as.a major
CCP leader. took a different path by basing his revolutionary
programme on the peasantry. His success made the CCP a powerful
political force that ultimaiely won against: the Guomindang

Mao Zedong's radical approach ean be seen in Jlangxt, m the
mountams, where they camped from 1928 to 1884, secure from
Guomindang attacks. A strong peasants’ councll (seviet) was organsed,
urited through confiscatton and redisiribution of land. Moo, unitke
other. leaders. stresssd the need for an independent sovernment and
army. He had become aware of woriien's problems and supported the
amnergence of roral women's associations, prommlgated a new marriage
law that forbade arranged martages, stopped purcliase or sale of
rmarriage contracts and stmpliied divorce.

In a survey in 1230 i Xunwi, Mao Zedong looked at evervday
commoditias such of salt and soya beans, at the relative strengths of
local crganiations, of pety tader and Gafismen, fonsmiths and
prostitutes, and the stength of eligious omantsations 1o examine
the different levels of explofiation He gathered statistics of the number
of peasants who had seld their children and found out what prce
they recetvad — boys were sold for 100-200 yuan bur there were 1o

instances of the sals of girls because the need was for hard labour not
:-e::unl expioftation. | wat on the basis of thess stcdizs that he
advocated ways of selving secal problems,
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The Guomindang hlockade of the Communists’
aoviet forced the party to seek another base. This
ted them to go on what came to be called the
Long March (1934-35). 6,000 groeliing and
difficult miles to Shanxt. Here, in thelr new base
in Yanan. they further developed thelr programme
to end warlordism, carry oul land reforms and
fight forelgn impertalism. This won them a strong
social base. In the difficult years of the war, the
Communists and the Guomindand worked
together. but after the end of the war the
Communists established themselves iIn power and
the Guomindang was defeated

Mar 2 The Long
Marih

Pludograoi of soldivrs
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Establishing the New Democracy: 1949-65

The Peoples Hepublic of China goverminent was estabiished @ 1949, 11
was bascd on the principles of Uie ‘New Democracy’, an alllanee of all
soctal dasses, unlike e ‘dictatorstdp of the proletarat™ that the Soviet
Umicn ssid # had establishes) Critlical areas of the ecomomy were put
arler government corifrol. wl privale enlerprise and privale ownerslilp
of land were gradually ende). This programme bEsied dll 1953 when
the govermmenl declared that it would lsunch a programme of soclalist
transformation, The Greal Leap Forward movenent mnched in 1958
was a policy W galvanlse thie counlry W industrialise rapldly. People
were encotraged o set up steel [umaces In thelr backywrds. In the
rural areas, people’s copumnries (whers land would be collectvely owmned
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and oulthiited] were started, By 1958, there were 26,000 communes
covering 98 per cent of the farmm popufation.

Mao was able to mobilise the masses to attain the goals sel by the
Party. His concern was with creating a ‘soctalist man’ who would
have five loves: fatherland. peaple, labour, science and public property.
Mass organisations were cresited for farmers, woimen, students and
other groups. For instance, the All-China Democratic Women's
Federation bad 76 mithon members, the All-China Students Federation
3.29 milllon members. These objectives and methods dtd not appeal
to everyone in the Party. In 19503-54. some were urging for mome
attenitton to ndisirial organisation and economic growih. Liu Shaochi
{189G-1969) and Deng Xiaoping (1904-97) tried to modify the commume
svstetn as It was not working efficiently. The steel produced in the
hackyard furmaces was unusable mndustrally.

Conflicting Visions: 1965-78

The canllict between the Maolsts wanting (o create & 'Soclallst
Min® and those who objected to his emphasts on ideology rather
than expertise, culmimiled 1tn Mao launching the Great
Projetarian Cultural Hevolutton tn 1965 to egunier s crities.
The Red Guards, mainly students and the army, was used for a
camptign against oid culture, ofd customs and old habits,
Students and professionals were sent (o the countryside to leamn
from the musses. ldeology (being Communtst) wias more important
than having professtonal knowledge. Denunciations and slogans
replaced atonal debate.

The Cultural Revolution began a pertod of turmoll, weakened
the Party and severely disrupted the economy and educationa
system. From the lnte 19605, the tide began to tumm. In 1975, the
Party once agamn lakl emphasis on greiter soctil discipline and
the peed to butld an tndustrial ecomomy so that China could
become @ power before the el of the century.

Reforms from 1978

The Cultural Revolutton was followed by a process of polilical
TIATKELIVTITR, Dmgﬂm;mgkrpi party control sfrong while miroducting
a socialist market econamy, In 1978, the Party declared ifs goal as the
Four Modemiieations flo develop sclence, inddustry, aepeultore, defencoe),
Detzate was allowet! as long as the Parfy was nol questioned.

In this new and lberating climate, as at the tme of the May Fourth
mesement 60 vears aalier. there was an excting explosion of new des On
5 Decemiber 1978, a wall-poster. The Fifih Modembsation” proclatmed that
without Demooracy the other modembsations would come 1o nothing, it
wenit on to ortictse the CCP for not solvtrgg the problem of poverty or ending
sexual explodtation. evwn oiing cases of sucli alaese om within the Paty.
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These demands were suppressed. bul in
19689 on the seventicth anntversary of the May
Fourth movement many intellectuals called for
a greater openness and an end to ‘ossified
dogmas’ [su shaozhil. Student demonstrators
at Tiananmen Squane in Belfjing were brutally
repressed. This was strongly condemned
amund the world,

The post-reform pertod has seen the
emergence of debates on ways © develop China
The dominam view supported by the Party is
based on strong: pelitical control, economic
theralisation and integration Iinto the world
markel. Crtics arpue that Moreasing indqualitics
between soclal groups. between regtons and
between men and women are creating social
tensions, and question the heavy emphasts on
the market. Pinally, there 1s a growing revival of
carlter so-called “tradittonal’ jdeas. of
Confuclanism anl arguments that China can
build a modemn soctety followlng its own

The Story of Taiwan

Chiang Kal-shek, defeated by the CCP {led in 1949 to Taiwan
with over USS300 millton tn gold rescives and crates of priceless
arl treasures and established the Republie of China. Tatwan had
been a Japiinse colony since the Chinese ceded it after the 1684
95 war with Japan, The Catro Declaratton (1943) and the Potsilism
Proclamation (1949) estored soversgnty to China.

Massive demonstrations in February 1947 had led the GMD o
brutally kil 4 whole generation of leading fisuress, The GMD, under
Chiang Kat-shek went on to éstablish a repressive gavernment
forbidding (ree speech and political opposition and excluding the
local population from postiions of power, However, they cammiesd oul
land reforms that increased apfcultural productivity and
modemised the economy so that by 1973 Tatwan had a GNP second

Janly to that of Japan in Asta. The economy, largely dependent on

trade hias been steadily growing, but what § mmportant 1s that the
gap between the rich and poor has been steadily declining,

 Even more dramatic has been the tansformation of Talwan mto
a democracy. It began slowly after the death of Chiang i 1975
and grew In momentum when marttal law was lfted in 1987 and
apposition parties were legally permlited. The first free clections
began the protess of bonging local Talwanese to power.
Diplomatically most countrivs have only trade missions in Talwan.
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Full diplomatic relations and embassies are not possible as Tatwan
s constidered to be part of Chitna.

The question of re-unffication with the mainiand remains a
cantentious {ssue but “Cross Strait” refations [that is betwern Tatwan
and China) have been improving and Tatlwanese trade and
investmenis in the mainiand are massive and travel has alse becomne
easter. China may be willing to tolerate a semi-anionomons Tatwan
as long as i gives up any move (o seck independence.

The Story of Korea

Beginnings of Modernisation

During the late ntpetesnth cenbury, Korea's
Joseon Dynasty [1392-18910) faced mtermnal
political and social strife and increasing
foreign pressure [rom China, Japan and the
West., Amidst thiis. Korea lmplemetited
modernisallon relorms In lis governmenlal
structures, diplomatic relations, infrastructure
and soclety, Alter decades of polliical
interference, the imperial Japan annexed
Korea as 1ls colony In 1910, bringing the
over B00-year long Joseon Dynasty (o 115 end.
However. the Korean people were angry about
Japan's suippression ol their cultizre and lorced
assimilation. Deslring mdependence, Roreans
around the country demonstrated against the
colorital rule, sél up a provislonal govornomesl
and sent delegitlons Lo appeal to foreign
leaders -at mterndtional meetings, such as the
Catro, Yalla and Potsdam conlerences.

The Japanese colonlal Tule ended after 35 years o Augast
1945 with Japarl’s defeat in the World War [1. Howsver, it was tlhwe
conttirmed eéfforts of tndependends activists both Inside and outside
Korea that ensured Korea's ndependence after Japan's defeat.
Following llberatlion, the Borean Peninsula was temporarlly
divided along the 38" parallel with the Soviets managing the
Norih and the UN, managing the South even as the natlons
worked to disband the Japanese forees In the reglon. However,
this division became permanesdl as separale governments were
established n both the North and the South tn 1948,

A Post-War Nation

In June 1950, the Korean War broke ont. With South Korea
recelving suppart from the US-led United Natlons forces and North
Korea recetving support from communist China. it developed into
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a vintage proxy war of the Cold War era. In July 1953, after three
vears, the war ended in an armmistice agreement. Korea remamed
divided. The Korean War had cansed not only massive losses of
life and property. but also a delay in free-market economic
development and democratisation. Prices suddenly rose due to
inflatton caused by increased national expenses anid cumency issied
during the war. Furthermore, industrial factlities constructed during
the colontal perod had been destroved enfirely. As a result. South
Rorea was forced to rely on the economic assistance: betng. provided
by the USA

Though Scuth Korea's first prestdent Synoman Rhee had been
elected tn 1948 through democratic process after the Korean War,
he extended his administration, twice through llegal
constitutional amendments. In April 1960, cittzens protested
against a nigged electton o what 15 known as the April Revohution
and Hhee was {orced to resign.

With the revelution as an impetus. the spipt of the people.
which had been suppressed dunng the Rhee administratton.
etupted in the form of demonstrattons and demands, However,
the Democratie Party administration, which topk power after
Hhee's resignation could not properly respond to cittzens demands
due to tnternal dvistons and conilict. Rather. reformist political
powers emerged and the stundents’ movement grew nto o
untfication movement. This was not looked upen favourably by
the military anthortties. In May 1961, the Democratic Party
governmerd was overthrown 18 a military coup staged by Genernl
Park Chung-hee and other military authorties,

Rapid Industrialisation under Strong Leadership

In October 1963 an election was held and milltary conp leader
Park Chung-hee was elected the president, The Park
admimisiration adopied a siate-led, export-oriented policy to
achieve econamic growth. The five-year economic plins of the
government favoured lirge corporate firms. placed emphasts on
expanding employment and increased Karea's competitiveness.
Korea's unprecedented mte of economie growth began tn the
eirly 1960s when the state poliey shifted from import sabstitution
Indisiralisation (ISI) towards a focus on exparts. Under the export-
arflenited policy, the government suppoited labour-intensive light
mdiistral products, such as textiles and garments In which Korea
had a comparative advantage, During the late 1980s and 1970s,
the focts again shifted from light Industnes to value-added heavy
and chemical industries. Steel, non-ferous metals machinery,
shipbitlding, electronies and chemical production were selected
as the most important industries in the mee for cconomie growth.
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In 1970, the New Village (Saemai] Movement was introduced
to encourage and mobillse the miral population and modernise
the agricultural sector. This campatgn atmed at reforming the
spirit of the people from being passive and disheartened to
becamning nctive and hopeful. Rural people were empowered to
hetp themselves in developing thelr villages and tmprove the Bving
conditions of thelr respective communities. The movement was
fater expanded to assist the netghbourhoods near tndustrial plants
and in urban areas. Today., Korea (s sharing the knowledge and
experences from this movement with developing couniries, who
wish to adopt the principles of the Saemand Movement in their
development efforts.

Korea achieved startling econemic growth thanks to a
combinatlon of strong leaders. well-tratned bureaucrats.,
agdressive tndusinalists and a capable labour force. Ambittous
entrepreneurs responded well 1o government incentives to
tncrease exports and develop new indusiries.

The high level of education alse contnibuted to the economic
growth of Korea. At the dawn of Korea's indusirialisation, almost
all Korean workers were already Iterate and could easily aoguire
new skills. At the same ttme, the country’s open economic polticy
worked to absorb more advanced institutions and technologies
from other countries. Forelgn investment and Korea's high
domestic savings rate helped develop the heavy industirial sector,
while remittnnces from South Korean workers pverseas also
contributed to the overall economic development

Economic growth was the foundation of the Park
adminisitation's long-term power. Park revised the constitution
50 that he could mun for a third term and was reelected 1n 1971,
In October 1972, Park declared and tmplemented the Yusin
Constitution, which made permament prestdency possible. Under
the Yusin Constitution. the prestdent had complete authonty over
legisiation. junisdiction and adminisitation and also had a
constitutional right to repeal any law as an ‘emergency measure’,

As the prestdent was invesied with ahsolute authority. the
progress of democracy was temporanly suspended in pursuit of
economic developmeni. However, the second ofl crisis in 1979
arted as a hindrance to the economic policy, which had over-
invested tn the heavy chemteal industry. Moreover, students.,
scholars and the opposition conttnually demonstrated against
the Yustn Constitution as the Park administration’s tovocation
of emergency measures and suppression brought about political
tnstability. Amidst this economic crisis and political instability,
the Park administvation came to an end in October 1979 when
Park Chung-hee was assassinated
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Continued Econoemic Growth and Calls
for Democratisation

The desire for democratisation grew upon the death of Park Chung-
hee, but In December 1979, another military coup. this tme led
by Chun Doo-hiwan, was staged. In May 1980, various protests in
key eltes around the nation were lield by students and citlzens
demanding democracy in the face of Chiun's military facton. The
military faction suppressed the democracy movement by
immplementing martial law across the country. In the city of
Cwanghu. In particular. students and citlzens did not back down
and demanded that martial law be ended. This 1s known as the
Cwangju Demorcratsation Movement. However. Chun's military
faction suppresseéd the protests for demoeratisation. Eater that
yvear. Chun became the president through an tndireet eleciion
under the Yuosin Constitution.

The Chun adminisiration strengthened the suppression of
democratisation influences in order to stabilise the regime. Due
in part to the internattonal cconomie boom. the Chun
administration was able to ralse economtie growth from L7 per
cent In 1980 to 132 per cent by 1884, while also stgnificantly
lowering nflation. Economic development had fed to urbanisation,
improved education levels and media advancements. As a resuli;
ciiizens seclf-awareness abouf political rights grew. leading o
dremands for a constitutional amendment to allow direct election
ol the president.

In May 1987. the Chun administration’s minimisation of
inguiries into the death-by-torture of a untversity student was
made known, making ciiizens begin participate i a large-scale
struggle for democratisation. The June Democracy Movement that
followed had participation not only by students. but the middle
class as well. Owing to these efforts, the Chun administration
was forced to make a revision to the constitution,
allowing direct elections. A new chapter of Korean
democracy thms began.

Korean Democracy and the
IME Crisis

As per the new constitution. the first direct
clection since 18971 was held in December 1987,
But due to the opposition parties’ fallure to unite.
a fellow military leader of Chun's miliary faction.
Hoh Tae-woo, was elected. However., Korea
continued along the path of demooracy. In 19490,
long-time oapposition leader Kim Young-sam
compromised with Roli's parly to create a lurge
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mling party. In December 19952, Rim. o civiltan, was elected the
president after decades of military rmile. With his election and
the consequent dissolution of authoritarian military power.
democrary made its forward march.

Under the export-drven poloy ol the new administration,
several companies grew to global prominence. which continued
until the early 1#90s. With governmental support, Rorean
conglomerates invested 1o capttal-intensive heavy and chemical
ndustries, as well as, glectronic indusiries. while the government
confinued to focus on bullding Industrial and soctal
infrastructure.

Menmwhile, under increasing necoliberalist pressure o open
its market, the Kim administration jolned the Organisation for
Economitc Cooperation and Development (OECE) m 1996 and
attempted to sivengthen Horen's intemational compelitiveness
But amidst tpereasing trade deficits. poor management by
financtal iastituttons, reckless husiness operations by
conglomerates, and more, Korea was met with a forelgn currency
crisis in 1997, The crisis was dealt with through emergency
financial support provided by the Intemational Monetary Fund
(IMF). Stimultaneous efforts were also made to tmprove the
country’'s economic constitution as the citizens actively
contributed towards forelgn loan Tepayment through the Goid
Collection Movement

In December 1997, long-
time opposition party leader
Kim Daec-jung was elected the
president for the first time
in Rorea, marking a peacetul
transfer of power. The second
peaceful transfer of power
came in 2008, when
conservative Lee Myung-bak
was clected as the prestdent.
following the progressive Roh
Mu-bhyun administration. In
2012, conservatlve Park
Geun-hye was elected as the
first female president. At the
beginning of her presidency.
she gained support due 1o the
polttical legacy of her father. Park Chung-hee. But tn October 2016,
as it came to Hght that she had let a frlend secretly manage
povernmrent affalrs. she met with nattonwide protests. leading to
her impeachment and removal from office In March 2017, In
May 2017, Moon Jae-in was elected the prestdent, In a peaceful
transier of power for the tird tme.
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The candlelight protests of 2016, led by citizens who peacefully
demonstrated for the president’s resignation within the boundaries
of democratic law and systems. show the maturtty of the Korean
democracy., The Korean democracy owes a debt to economic
development, but #t was the citizens’ elevated political awareness
to encourmnge republicanism in the country, which played the lead
role inadvancing it to where it {s today.

Two Roads to Modernisation

industrial socteties far from becoming like cach other have found
thetr own paths to becoming modern. The histones of Japan and
China. along with the stories of Tatwan and Korea, show how different
histortcal conditions led them on widely divergent paths to butlding
independent and modem nations,

Japan was successful in retaining its independence and using
tratitional skills and practices i new ways, However, (s elite-
driven modermisation generated an asgresstve nationalism, helped
to sustaln a repressive regime that stifled dissent and demands
for democracy, and established a colontal emupire that left a legacy
of hitred (o the eglon, as well as. distorted (ntermnal developments.

Japan's programme of modernisalion was carried oul In an
environment domirzted by Western trpertal powers, While 1t trttated
them, it also attempied to find 1S own solutions. Japaness matonalism
was marked by these different compulsions — while many Japanese
hoped to Uberate Asty from Wistamn domination, for others these ddeéas
Justtiies] bulkding an smplre,

It is tmipertant to note thad the trasfommation of sedtal and poltticad
pristitutions and daly e was not just a question of reviving trmdiiions,
ar femacously presenving them, bt mather of creatively using them in
new and different wavs. For tnstance. the Ml school svstem, middelled
an Eumpean and American practioss, intriduced new subjects but the
curmiculum’s main objective was to make loyal cittens. A course on
morals that stressed lovalty to the emperor was compiilsory, Simiflariy,
clianges tn the Amily or in datty hfe shiow how foreton and indigenos
fdeas werne bhioaght togethes o oreate something new,

The Chinese path to modemisation was very different. Foredgn
Imperialism, both Western and Japanese, combined with a hesttant
Jand unsure Omng dvnasty o weaken govemment control and st the
stage for a breakdown of political and soctal onder leading to immense
mitsery for moet of the people. Wariordism, banditry and cvil war exacted
a hesawy ol on humean Inves. as did the ssavagery of the Janasnese tmvasion.
Natural disasters added (o this burnden. '

The nineteenth and twenti=th centirlés saw a mjation of traditions
ardd @ search for ways to butlkd nattonsl unity and strength, The CCP
and = supporters fought o put an end (o tratditton, which they saw
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as keeping the masses in poverty. the women subjugnted and the
coumtry undeveloped. While calling for power fo the people, # butlt a
highly centmlised state. The success of the Conununist programime
promised hope but its mpresstve political system tumed the ideals of
lheration and equality into slogans to manipulate the people. Yet it did
remove centuries’ old inequalittes, spread education and raise

The Party has now carrled out market reforms and has been
successful in making China economically powerful but its political
system contimies to be tightly conirolled. The soclety now faces growing
tnequalities; as well as. a ovival of raditions long suppressed. This
new situation agatn poses the question of how China can develop
while reizinmg its hentage

Exercises
ANTWER IN BRIEP

1 Whatwere the major developments before the Meifirestoration that
miade iTpossible for jopan w modemisz mpidly? \

Discus: how daily life was tromiformed m [apon developed
How did the Qing dynasty &y and mest the thallenge poszd
by the Weitem pm_e_r_s?_

Whatwere Sun Yarsen's Three Prindples?

How did Xorea dealwith the foreign camendy afsis in 19971

(]
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ANSWER IN A SHORT ES5AY

6. Did Japan's policy of rapid ndustrialisatien lead 10 wan with
its neighbours and destruction of the environment?

7. Doyou think that Mao Zedong and the Communist Pany of China
ware successful in iberating Chinag ond laying the basts forits curment
success?

§. Did economic growth in South Korea contribute to itz
democatization?
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CONCLUSION

'HIS book on Themes of World History has taken vou across

vast stretches of time — anctet, medieval, modern, It has

forused on some of the more prominent themes of human
evolution and development. Each section has covered the
following, increasingly foreshortened. periods:

1 c.6uva —400 poe

I pee 400 — 1300

m 800 - 1700 cx

IV 1700 - 2000 cx

Although histortans tend to speclalise 1n anclent. medieval and
modern periogs,. the historian’s craft displays cerlaln commaon
features and predicaments, We have attempied to nuance the
distinction between danclent, medieval and modern in order Lo comvey
a holistic klea ol how history 18 wiitlen and discussed as also to
equip vou with an overall understanding of human history that goes
well beyvond aur modesn roots.

The book wonld have allowed you a glimpse tnto the history of
Afnica, West and Central Asta, East Asta, Anstralia, North and South
America and Europe mecluding the United Kingdom. It would have
familtarised you with whiat may be called the ‘case study’ method.
Instead of hurdentng vou with enormous detatl about the history of
all these places, we felt 1t would be better to examine key (ustrations
of eertain plienomena 1o detatl,

World history can be wiitien In many ways. One of these, perhaps
the oldest, 1s Lo focus on contact between peoples to stress the
Interconnectedness of cultures and civiltsations and o explore the
multifanows dimensions of world historteal change, An allemative =
o Wentify refatively self-ontained — thongh expanding - reglons of
eoononic exchange that sustamed cenatn forms of culture and power.
A third method spectlies differences in the historical experience of
nattons and regions to shbght thetr distinetive characteristics, Yo
would have found traces of each of these approaches in the book.
Butl differences between socletles fand individials) go hand (n
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hand with stmilarities. Interlinkages. connections and stmilarities
among himan communities always existed.  The interplay of the global
and the local (the world In a gran of sand), the ‘mainstream’ and the
‘marginal’, the genemnl and the specific, which you would have gleaned
from this book, are a fascinating aspect of the study of history.

Our account: began from scattered settlements tn Africa, Asla and
Europe. From thene we moved on to ity Hle in Mesopotamia. Early
empires were created armmd cifies in Mesopotamita, Egypt. China, Persia
and India. Empires of greater extent followed them — the Greek
iMacedontan). Roman, Arab and (from the 1200s] the Mongol. Trading
operations, technology and government were often highly Intnicate in
these empires. Very often. they were based on effective use of a writien
languade.

A new ema I liman listory ook shape as a conseguenice of a
combination of technolodical and crearisational changes that oocurmd
in Western Europe In the milddle of the sevond millenmlian o2 (from
the 14005 onwards). These: wore nkad o e Heoatssanee oF mebilrty
of civiltsation. whose primary tmpact was EIL i the dties of porthemn
Italy. bt whose Inluence spread quickly over Europe. Thits Renaissanios
was the product of the reglon’s city life, and of exdensive intetactions
with Byzantium and the Mushim world of the Meditermnean. Over
time, ldeas and discoveries were camien] (o the Americias iy explorers
and conguerors, in the sixtesnth century ce, Some of these notlons
were carmied Iater to Japan, India and sisswhere as well

European pre-cminenee in global trade, polities dnd culture did et
came at this time. It was o be the feature of the etghteenth and
mineteenth cemtunes. when the Indusirtal Revolution took place 1n
Britatn. and spread to Ewrope. Britam, France and Germany were alile
o create systems of colontal control over parts of Alnica and Asla -
systems more intense and powerful than those of ecarller empires. By
the mid-twentieth century, the technplogy. economie Itfe and oalure
that, had once maide Exropean states poweriol had been reworked
the rest of the world to create the fmmdations of modern life

Your must have noticed: passages quoted tn the vartous chapters
of the book. Many of these are extracts for what histortans call
‘primary sources. Scholars construct history from such matertals,
drawing thetr ‘facts’ from them. They critically evaluate these
materals and are atientive o their ambiputiies. Different historfans
may use a given source-material to advance vasily different, even
cantradictory argumenis about historical phenomena As with the
other human sciences, history can be made to speak t© us in varled
valees. This Is because of the intricate relationship between the
historian's reasonme  and storical facts.

In your Anal year at school you will be studying aspects of Indian
for South Astan) history fromn Hamppan tmes (o the making of modemn
India’'s Constitution. Again, the emphasis will be on a jJudicions mix
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of paittical, economie, socta! anid cultural history, Inviting you to engage
with chosen themes through the case-study method. We hope these
books will help vou formuuiate your own answers (o S0 many questions,
above all to the question, Why study History? Do you know the gfted
meddievalist, Marc Bloch, beggan his book, The Historian's Craff, written
tn the trenches durtng the Second World War, by recalling a yvoung boy's
question. Tell me, Daddy. What s the use of history?
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